English 111: Introduction to College Writing
Spring 2020, Section 31196 

Mon/Wed 8:00-9:55AM in room 3S-116
Professor Name: Christopher Morabito
Email: 
Christopher.Morabito@csi.cuny.edu
Office Hours: Monday 10am-11am                                                                 Office Location: 2S-225

 
CSI Writing Program Mission Statement

In the College of Staten Island Writing Program, we promote writing as a rhetorical and collaborative process through which the individual writer interacts with a variety of public and personal worlds. To facilitate this understanding of writing, the CSI Writing Program encourages close reading, drafting and revision in response to feedback, inquiry-based explorations, and student self-reflection. As students progress through the Writing Program, they gain experience making critical choices regarding audience and purpose as well as composing in digital and non-digital spaces. As a result, student writers at CSI are prepared to enter various contexts and disciplines, recognizing themselves as active producers of discourse capable of engaging in the worlds around them. 
Course Description

ENG 111 is an introductory course designed to help you transition to college-level writing. Throughout the semester, you will engage in writing that is both personal and social. You will be given opportunities to express your own ideas and then to put these perspectives in conversation with others’ ideas. Additionally, this course presents a process-based approach to writing. This means that each assignment will go through multiple drafts, each draft being revised and refined in response to your changing ideas and peer and instructor feedback. As a result of participating in the drafting process along with being an active contributor to class discussions and activities, you will become stronger, more critical writers, readers, and thinkers. 
Section Overview 

In this section of English 111, we will be taking on the theme of “Causes.” As you begin your college journey, it is important to discover what is important to you. Everyone has some cause that they are passionate about, even if they do not know it. Whether it is fighting racism, advocating for increased gun control, spreading awareness about global warming, or advocating for the rights of animals, there is some issue that speaks to us all. Over the course of this semester, we will explore a variety of different causes, both as a class (through our readings and discussions) and as individuals (through our essays and projects). By the end of the semester, it is my hope that we will all walk away learning more about what we are each passionate about.
Student Learning Outcomes (SLO)

	
CUNY Pathways SLO


College of Staten Island SLO
	As a student in this class, you will learn to

· Read and listen critically and analytically, including identifying an argument's major assumptions and assertions and evaluating its supporting evidence. 

· Write clearly and coherently in varied, academic formats (such as formal essays, research papers, and reports) using standard English and appropriate technology to critique and improve one's own and others' texts. 

· Demonstrate research skills using appropriate technology, including gathering, evaluating, and synthesizing primary and secondary sources. 

· Support a thesis with well-reasoned arguments, and communicate persuasively across a variety of contexts, purposes, audiences, and media. 

· Formulate original ideas and relate them to the ideas of others by employing the conventions of ethical attribution and citation.

· Understand and experience writing as a process by engaging in low-stakes informal writing-to-learn activities, drafting, reviewing, revising, etc.

· Incorporate knowledge of Standard Written English within the writing process.

· Read critically a variety of primarily non-fiction academic texts.

· Demonstrate comprehension and interpretation of course texts in writing.
· Identify strengths and weaknesses in your own writing and articulate strategies for improvement.



Course Texts

The required text for this course is The Norton Sampler: Short Essays for Composition. 9th ed. 

ISBN:   978-0393602913
Note: You are required to bring a copy of the reading to class with you each day, along with the materials necessary to take notes in class; a flash drive to save your work on is also recommended but not required
Assignments

In this class, you will complete four formal writing assignments. Together, these assignments are designed to give you practice in the critical reading, writing, and analytical skills required in college. They are sequenced to challenge you by building on the skills practiced in the previous assignment, moving you from using your personal experience and knowledge to support your claims to finding and using effectively others’ ideas as support for your claims, and then putting others’ ideas in conversation with your own.
The four assignments will be revised at least twice based on your peers’ and your teacher’s feedback. Final drafts of the assignments should follow MLA format. In addition to these four formal writing assignments, there will also be assigned readings and informal, low-stakes writing throughout the course of the semester. 
	Assignment
	Length
	Description
	Rationale

	Reflective Essay
	3-4 double-spaced pages


	The Reflective Essay is a thesis-driven essay that uses specific personal experience or set of personal experiences as support. 
	The purpose of this assignment is to give you practice exploring the course theme from a personal perspective, drawing on your own knowledge and experience as support. 

	Critical Analysis
	4-5 double-spaced pages


	A summary and rhetorical analysis of a linguistic or visual text. The analysis should offer an evaluation of the text’s argument and evidence in light of the text’s specific rhetorical situation.  
	The purpose of this essay is to give you practice summarizing and analyzing a single text while also exploring further the course theme.

	Weighing In 
Essay
	6-7 double-spaced pages 
	An essay that summarizes two sources speaking to the course theme and then puts these sources in conversation with one’s own personal ideas and perspectives.
	The purpose of this essay is to expand on the skills you practiced in the first two assignments. You will gain further practice summarizing others’ claims and evidence and then you will situate your own thoughts and ideas in relation to others’ ideas.

	Rewind and Re-envision

	Re-envisioned essay 

and

3-4 double-spaced pages


	A two-part assignment in which one of the three previous assignments is re-envisioned in a new genre and for a different audience. This re-envisioned text is accompanied by a written reflection that describes the audience, purpose, and genre of the re-envisioned text. 

	The purpose of this assignment is to invite you to think critically about the ways in which audience and purpose impact what we say and how we say it. This assignment also gives you the chance to creatively design your own text in a genre of your choice. When finished, you will submit two texts: the re-envisioned text and a 3-4 page written reflection.

	In Class Blue Book Writing

	various 
	In class writing prompts meant to deepen thinking about readings and practice various writing skills in a low stakes environment. Prompts may also include occasional reading quizzes to ensure that you have read.
	By completing daily in-class writing activities, you have a low-stakes way to practice and I have

	Reading Discussion Questions
	3 questions
	Twice during the semester, students will be assigned a reading for which they are responsible for creating discussion questions. Questions must be posted to the course website by 11:59pm the day before the reading is due
	Students will become familiar with how to think about readings and pose questions that can lead to generative discussions

	Assigned Readings
	Varied lengths
	Students are required to complete all of the assigned readings for class and come to class prepared to discuss these readings. Students must also bring the textbooks to class (or copies of the readings) on the days the class is scheduled to discuss them.
	Reading is an important part of developing as a writer. Through reading, you will learn and engage with the conventions of academic and public writing, principles of strong writing, and a variety of arguments, claims, and evidence centered on exploring the course theme.  


Grading:
· Reflective Narrative 


15% of Final Grade

· Critical Analysis 


20% of Final Grade

· Weighing In      


30% of Final Grade
· Digital Project                  

15% of Final Grade 
· Reading Quizzes                                     05% of Final Grade
· Discussion Questions                            05% of Final Grade
· Participation*                                         10% of Final Grade

*To receive full credit for participation, students should come to class each day having read the material assigned for that day and ready to engage in discussions and other activates pertaining to what they read. Participation also entails completion and active engagement in all in-class activities. Students who do not like to speak in class can supplement their in-class participation by posting in on-line discussion boards for each class. All students should participate both in class and on-line for full credit. Should there be any reason that hinders your ability to participate, please speak with me and we will work together to resolve the situation.
*** Students must complete all 4 formal, required assignments in order to pass ENG 111.
COURSE WEBSITE
https://eng11131196.commons.gc.cuny.edu/
Course Policies 



Attendance is important to the success of this class and to your development as a writer and composer. As university policy stipulates, if you miss more than 15% of the class hours in the semester, you will be assigned a grade of WU (withdrew unofficially) for the course. Fifteen percent of the class hours for this class equals 4 classes. Failure to attend any required individual conferences scheduled in lieu of class will result in a class absence.  

Tardiness is disruptive to the classroom environment and prevents you from fully participating and assimilating the information and materials discussed in class. I understand that school may not be your only responsibility; however, if you cannot be present in class for the full time the course meets, you should find another section that does fit into your schedule.  Three late arrivals or early departures will accumulate into an absence.  
Academic Integrity: 

This course is designed to help you grow as a writer and an individual and prepare you for future classes at CSI. Accordingly, plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated. Not only does cheating limit your own potential, it also damages your academic reputation and reflects poorly on CSI. CSI’s Statement on Plagiarism and Cheating is as follows: “Integrity is fundamental to the academic enterprise. It is violated by such acts as borrowing or purchasing term papers, essays, reports, and other written assignments; using concealed notes or crib sheets during examinations; copying the work of others and submitting it as one’s own; and misappropriating the knowledge of others. The source from which one derives one’s ideas, statements, terms, and data must be fully and specifically acknowledged in the appropriate form; failure to do so, intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes plagiarism. Violations of academic integrity may result in failure in a course and in disciplinary actions with penalties such as suspension or dismissal from the college.”  If you have questions about what constitutes cheating or plagiarism, it is your responsibility to ask the instructor. Please remember that at no point during the writing process should the work of others be presented as your own.
The CSI Writing Program Policy on Plagiarism 

Any paper containing plagiarism will receive a grade of F.  In addition, the instructor will report the incident via email to the Director of the CSI Writing Program. The instructor will complete the Plagiarism Reporting Form and leave it in the Writing Program Director’s mailbox in the English Dept. The Writing Program Director will review the documents and decide how to proceed.
Student Resources
As a student in the CSI Writing Program, you can take advantage of a wide range of services designed to help support your writing. 

· The CSI Writing Center is available to provide free writing tutoring and consultation. All members of the CSI community are invited to discuss their writing with a trained consultant at the Writing Center.  The Writing Center in located in 2S-216.  For more information, visit the website at http://www.csi.cuny.edu/oas/writingcenter.html or call 982-3635.
· Students whose first language is not English can enroll in English as a Second Language (ESL) sections of ENG 111 and ENG 151. Instructors who have special training in supporting ESL student writers teach these sections. Though the classes are designed for ESL students, your transcript will not include the ESL designation. They will appear as ENG 111 and 151. If you are interested in ESL sections of ENG 111 and 151, contact Sloane VonWertz at Sloane.VonWertes@CSI.CUNY.edu .
· ESL students can also practice their speaking and listening skills in English by attending the Conversation Workshops offered at the Writing Center.  If you are interested in these workshops, contact Bob Brandt at robert.brandt@csi.cuny.edu for more information. 

· Every year, the English Department sponsors a writing competition called the Inkwell Contest. This competition recognizes several outstanding pieces of student writing each year. Students can submit their Fall or Spring semester writing for consideration. If you are interested in being considered for this award, please talk with your instructor.

· The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe that you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the Center for Student Accessibility at 718.982.2510 or CSA@csi.cuny.edu. You can also visit the Center in 1P-101. You can also check out the Website at www.csi.cuny.edu/csa/. 

· The CSI Library website: http://www.library.csi.cuny.edu/.
Course Website: https://eng11131196.commons.gc.cuny.edu/
TENTATIVE DAILY SCHEDULE

	Jan. 27          
	IN CLASS: Introduction to the course. Review of syllabus



	Jan. 29          
	READ: “Back of the Bus” by Mebane (157-165)



	Feb. 03         
	READ: “Sanctuary of School” by Ortiz (114-120)



	Feb. 05         
	READ: “The Miss Dennis School of Writing” by Steinbach (98-106)

DUE: Reflective Narrative First Draft



	Feb. 10         
	READ: “More Room” by Ortiz (114-120)



	Feb. 12         
	NO CLASS-Lincoln’s Birthday


	Feb. 17         
	NO CLASS- Presidents’ Day


	Feb. 19         
	READ: “Why ‘Redskins’ is a Bad Word” by McWhorter (490-494)

DUE: Reflective Narrative Second Draft



	Feb. 24        
	READ: “How Boys Become Men” by Katz (294-299)



	Feb. 26
	READ: “Get a Knife. Get a Dog, but Get Rid of Guns” by Ivins (449-453)

DUE: Reflective Narrative Final Draft



	Mar. 02        
	READ: “Should Batman Kill the Joker?” by White and Arp (481-485)



	Mar. 04       
	READ: “Our Semi-Literate Youth? Not so Fast” by Lunsford (508-514)



	Mar. 09
	READ: “My Parents Were Deported” by Guerrero (486-489)

DUE: Critical Analysis First Draft



	Mar. 11      
	READ: “The Myth of Race” by Sussman (264-270)



	Mar. 16      
	IN CLASS: ONE-ON-ONE CONFERENCES



	Mar. 18     
	IN CLASS: ONE-ON-ONE CONFERENCES



	Mar. 23
	READ: “Be a Gamer, Save the World” by McGonigal (496-501)
DUE: Critical Analysis Second Draft



	Mar. 25      
	READ: “Romance: Where Are You? Who Are You?”(502-507

	Mar. 30     
	READ: “Let Stars Get Paid” by Rosenberg (516-520)
DUE: Critical Analysis Final Draft



	Apr. 01    
	READ: “College Athletes Should Not Be Paid” by Posnanski (521-527)

	Apr. 06    
	READ: “How It Feels to Be Colored Me” by Hurston (565-570)
DUE: Weighing In First Draft



	Apr. 07     
	READ: Tuesday “Guys Vs. Men” by Barry (380-387)


	Apr. 08     
	NO CLASS- Spring Break


	Apr. 13     
	NO CLASS- Spring Break


	Apr. 15     
	NO CLASS- Spring Break


	Apr. 20     
	READ: “Mother Tongue” by Tan (234-241)
DUE: Weighing In Second Draft



	Apr. 22     
	READ: “Se Habla Español” by Barrientos (388-393)


	Apr. 27     
	READ: “Stop Coddling the Super-Rich” by Buffett (253-257)
DUE: Weighing In Final Draft



	Apr. 29     
	READ: “The Extraordinary Characteristics of Dyslexia” by Horner (401-404)


	May. 04     
	READ: “If You Are What You Eat, Then What Am I?” by Kothari (394-400)


	May. 06   
	READ: “So, You Want to Be a Writer? Here’s How” by Goodman (300-303)
DUE: Rewind and Re-envision First Draft



	May. 11     
	READ: “The King and I” by Unbankes (132-137)


	May. 13    
	READ: “Two Years Are Better Than Four” by Addison (476-481)


	May. 18    
	IN CLASS: Presentations, Course Wrap-up

DUE: Rewind and Re-envision Final Draft


